THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

had always been impelled by the one thought of promot-
ing the divine honour.

At this moment, Farel pushed between the judges and
the kneeling man. In a voice that could be heard far
and wide, he asked whether Servetus was prepared to
renounce the teaching he had directed against the
Trinity, and thus to secure the boon of a milder form of
execution. Servetus, however, though in most respects
he was but a mediocre man, contemptuously rejected
this offer, thus showing his moral greatness, his willing-
ness to fulfil his pledge, his determination to suffer the
worst on behalf of his convictions.

Now the procession moved on towards the place of
execution. It was led by the lord lieutenant and his
deputy, wearing the insignia of their rank and sur-
rounded by a guard of archers. The crowd, eager for
sensation, followed. All the way across the city, past
numerous affrighted and silent spectators, Farel clung
to the side of the condemned man, keeping step with
Servetus, whom he continually asked for an acknowledg-
ment of error and for repudiation of false doctrine.
When Servetus, with genuine piety, answered that,
though he was being put to death unjustly, he neverthe-
less implored God to be merciful to his accuser, Farel
replied with dogmatic wrath: "What? After having
committed the most abominable sin, do you still try to
justify it? If you remain obstinate I shall leave you to
God's judgment, and shall go no further beside you,
although I had determined not to leave you before you
should draw your last breath." Servetus made no further
reply. He was nauseated by the executioners and the
disputatious theologians, and would not vouchsafe them
another word. Unceasingly this alleged heretic and
atheist murmured, as if for his own comfort: "O God,

290